Principles of Prayer and Promises

Advanced Seminar

“The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength
of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” Psalm 27:1.

PPP: Lesson 06:
The Waves Obey Him

1. In the Third day of Creation the Lord brought the waters that covered the earth into order so
the dry land could appear; what lessons can we learn from this?

"And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let
the dry land appear: and it was so. And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering
together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good. And God said, Let the
earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind,
whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. And the earth brought forth grass, and
herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his
kind: and God saw that it was good. And the evening and the morning were the third day.”
Genesis 1:9-13.

Here we see proof of God's creative power controlling the sea; God speaks, and they move to
where He speaks. He makes a decree, and they obey.

"Who shut up the sea with doors, when it brake forth, as if it had issued out of the womb?
When | made the cloud the garment thereof, and thick darkness a swaddling-band for it, and
brake up for it my decreed place, and set bars and doors, and said, Hitherto shalt thou come,
but no further: and here shall thy proud waves be stayed?” Job 38:8-11.

“Fear ye not me? saith the LORD: will ye not tremble at my presence, which have placed the
sand for the bound of the sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it: and though the
waves thereof toss themselves, yet can they not prevail; though they roar, yet can they not
pass over it?” Jeremiah 5:22

2. Isn’t it strange that something so mighty as the waves of the sea obey the Lord’s command
and yet we humans so often just ignore Him and go our own way!

“Thou rulest the raging of the sea: when the waves thereof arise, thou stillest them.” Psalm
89:9.

“And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the
other side. And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the
ship. And there were also with him other little ships. And there arose a great storm of wind,
and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full. And he was in the hinder part of the
ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that
we perish? And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And
the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful?




Prayer Lessons

how is it that ye have no faith? And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What
manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” Mark 4:35-41.

3. The same God who said, "Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one
place,' also said, "Peace, be still' to old Galilee, and put it in its place. That same word of Christ
can speak peace to our souls.

“But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is
preached unto you.” 1 Peter 1:25.

“l will hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people, and to his
saints: but let them not turn again to folly.” Psalm 85:8.

Angry waters can illustrate trouble which threatens God's people, just as the Sea of Galilee did
the disciples. Since God controls the physical waters of the sea, He also can control the waters
of sorrow, of trouble, when we feel helpless.

“When thou passest through the waters, | will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall
not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither
shall the flame kindle upon thee.” Isaiah 43:2.

“Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the LORD; awake, as in the ancient days, in the
generations of old. Art thou not it that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon? Art thou
not it which hath dried the sea, the waters of the great deep; that hath made the depths of
the sea a way for the ransomed to pass over? Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall
return, and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they
shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away.

“l, even |, am he that comforteth you: who art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of a man
that shall die, and of the son of man which shall be made as grass; And forgettest the LORD
thy maker, that hath stretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth; and
hast feared continually every day because of the fury of the oppressor, as if he were ready to
destroy? and where is the fury of the oppressor?

“The captive exile hasteneth that he may be loosed, and that he should not die in the pit, nor
that his bread should fail. But | am the LORD thy God, that divided the sea, whose waves
roared: The LORD of hosts is his name. And | have put my words in thy mouth, and | have
covered thee in the shadow of mine hand, that | may plant the heavens, and lay the
foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art my people.” Isaiah 51:9-16.

4. When people try to harm us as we serve God, and we would become frightened, all we have
to do is to refresh our memories that we serve a Creator, One who controls wicked men, just as
easily as He controls angry seas."

“The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever
he will.” Proverbs 21:1.

“0 that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! then had thy peace been as a river, and
thy righteousness as the waves of the sea.” Isaiah 48:18.

"True Faith rests on the promises contained in the word of God." Early Writings, p. 72.
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5. Next to Creation, perhaps the greatest example of God controlling the sea, came at the time
of the Exodus, when around 2 million people, who had been slaves in Egypt, were led out by
the Lord through Moses the prophet. They found themselves in an impossible situation, before
them lay the Red Sea; on either side were high cliffs, and coming fast behind them was the
cruel army of the King! What could they do?

“And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD,
which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see
them again no more for ever. The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.

“And the LORD said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the children of
Israel, that they go forward: But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea,
and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea.
And |, behold, | will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them: and | will
get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon his chariots, and upon his
horsemen. And the Egyptians shall know that | am the LORD, when | have gotten me honour
upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen.” Exodus 14:13-18.

“And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a
strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And
the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the waters
were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left. And the Egyptians pursued, and
went in after them to the midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his
horsemen. And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the LORD looked unto the host of
the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the
Egyptians, And took off their chariot wheels, that they drave them heavily: so that the
Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the LORD fighteth for them against the
Egyptians.

“And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the waters may
come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen. And Moses
stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to his strength when the morning
appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the
midst of the sea. And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, and
all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them; there remained not so much as one
of them. But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and the
waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left. Thus the LORD saved
Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the
sea shore. Exodus 14:21-30.

“By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do
were drowned. Hebrews 11:29.

Quiet Water is a symbol of peace when God’s Word is obeyed.
Stormy Water symbolizes restlessness when God is not in control.
Waves of water symbolize temptation.

By faith in God’s promises, we too can be saved and delivered!
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6. The Bible tells us a class of people who do not have peace in their hearts.

“But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and
dirt. There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.” Isaiah 57:20, 21.

“Sin has destroyed our peace. While self is unsubdued, we can find no rest. The masterful
passions of the heart no human power can control. We are as helpless here as were the
disciples to quiet the raging storm. But He who spoke peace to the billows of Galilee has spoken
the word of peace for every soul. However fierce the tempest, those who turn to Jesus with the
cry, "Lord, save us," will find deliverance. His grace, that reconciles the soul to God, quiets the
strife of human passion, and in His love the heart is at rest.” Desire of Ages 336.

"They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; These see the works
of the LORD, and his wonders in the deep. For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind,
which lifteth up the waves thereof. They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the
depths: their soul is melted because of trouble. They reel to and fro, and stagger like a
drunken man, and are at their wits' end. Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and he
bringeth them out of their distresses. He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof
are still. Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their desired
haven. Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to
the children of men!” Psalm 107:23-31.

"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ."
Romans 5:1.

"The work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and
assurance forever." Isaiah 32:17.

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
"It is well, it is well with my soul."

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate,

And hath shed His own blood for my soul.
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