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THE POWER & IMPORTANCE OF PRESENT TRUTH

! “The light of prophecy still burns for the guidance of souls, saying, "This is the way, walk ye in 

it." It shines on the pathway of the just to commend, and on the way of the unjust to lead to repentance 

and conversion. Through its agency sin will be rebuked and iniquity unmasked. It is progressive in the 

performance of its duty to reflect light on the past, the present, and the future…

! “We are accountable only for the light that shines upon us. The commandments of God 

and the testimony of Jesus are testing us…”  My Life Today, 42.

! “The truth for this time embraces the whole gospel. Rightly presented it will work in man the 

very changes that will make evident the power of God's grace upon the heart. It will do a complete work 

and develop a complete man.”  Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, 291.

! “Increased light will shine upon all the grand truths of prophecy, and they will be seen in 

freshness and brilliancy, because the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness will illuminate the 

whole…

! “The Lord wants to impart to us increased light. He desires that we shall have distinct 

revealings of His glory, that ministers and people shall become strong in His strength. When the 

angel was about to unfold to Daniel the intensely interesting prophecies to be recorded for us who 

are to witness their fulfillment, the angel said, "Be strong, yea, be strong." We are to receive the very 

same glory that was revealed to Daniel, because it is for God's people in these last days, that they may 

give the trumpet a certain sound.”  Manuscript Releases, vol. 1, 40.

! “The solemn messages that have been given in their order in the Revelation are to occupy 

the first place in the minds of God's people.”  Testimonies for the Church, vol. 8, 302.

! “I then saw the third angel. Said my accompanying angel, ‘Fearful is his work. Awful is his 

mission. He is the angel that is to select the wheat from the tares, and seal, or bind, the wheat for 

the heavenly garner. These things should engross the whole mind, the whole attention.’”  Early Writings, 

118.

! “There are many precious truths contained in the Word of God, but it is "present truth" that 

the flock needs now.”  Early Writings, 63.
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WILLIAM MILLER

To Guide His Mind & Open His Understanding

! “God sent His angel to move upon the heart of a farmer who had not believed the Bible, to 

lead him to search the prophecies. Angels of God repeatedly visited that chosen one, to guide his 

mind and open to his understanding prophecies which had ever been dark to God’s people.”  Early 

Writings, 229. 

Accompanied

! “Angels of God accompanied William Miller in his mission. He was firm and undaunted, 

fearlessly proclaiming the message committed to his trust.”  Early Writings, 232.

The Message From Heaven

! “Ministers who would not accept this saving message themselves hindered those who 

would have received it. The blood of souls  is upon them. Preachers and people joined to oppose 

this message from heaven and to persecute William Miller and those who united with him in the 

work. Falsehoods were circulated to injure his influence; and at different times after he had plainly 

declared the counsel of God, applying cutting truths to the hearts of his hearers, great rage was 

kindled against him, and as he left the place of meeting, some waylaid him in order to take his  life. 

But angels of God were sent to protect him, and they led him safely away from the angry mob. His 

work was not yet finished.”  Early Writings, 235.

The Messenger Himself

! “The instigator of all evil sought not only to counteract the effect of the advent message, 

but to destroy the messenger himself. Miller made a practical application of Scripture truth to the 

hearts of his hearers, reproving their sins and disturbing their self-satisfaction, and his plain and 

cutting words aroused their enmity. The opposition manifested by church members toward his 

message emboldened the baser classes to go to greater lengths; and enemies plotted to take his 

life as he should leave the place of meeting. But holy angels were in the throng, and one of these, 

in the form of a man, took the arm of this servant of the Lord and led him in safety from the angry 

mob. His work was not yet done, and Satan and his emissaries were disappointed in their 

purpose.”  The Great Controversy, 336.
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RULES OF INTERPRETATION

By William Miller

" In studying the Bible, I have found the following rules to be of great service to myself, and 

now give them to the public by special request. Every rule should be well studied, in connection 

with the Scripture references, if the Bible student would be at all benefited by them.

RULE 1

" Every word must have its proper bearing on the subject presented in the Bible.

! PROOF: Matthew 5:18.

RULE 2

" All Scripture is necessary and may be understood by a diligent application and study.

! PROOF: 2 Timothy 3:15–17.

RULE 3

" Nothing revealed in the Scripture can or will be hid from those who ask in faith, not 

wavering.

! PROOF: Deuteronomy 29:29; Matthew 10:26–27; 1 Corinthians  2:10; Philippians  3:15; 

Isaiah 14:11; Matthew 21:22; John 14:13–4; 15:7; James 1:5–6; 1 John 5:13–15.

RULE 4

" To understand doctrine, bring all the scriptures together on the subject you wish to know, 

then let every word have its proper influence, and if you can form your theory without a 

contradiction, you cannot be in an error.

! PROOF: Isaiah 28:7–29; 35:8; Proverbs  19:27; Luke 24:27, 44–45; Romans  16:26; 

James 5:19; 2 Peter 1:19, 29.
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RULE 5

! Scripture must be—its own expositor, since it is a rule of itself. If I depend on a teacher to 

expound it to me and he should, guess at its meaning, or desire to have it so on account of his 

sectarian creed or to be thought wise, then his guessing, desire, creed or wisdom is my rule, not 

the Bible.

! PROOF: Psalm 19:7–11; 119:97–105; Matthew 23:8–10; 1 Corinthians  2:12–16; Ezekiel 

34:18–19; Luke 11:52; Malachi 2:7–8.

RULE 6

" God has revealed things to come, by visions, in figures and parables, and in this way the 

same things are often time revealed again and again, by different visions, or in different figures, and 

parables. If you wish to understand them, you must combine them all in one.

! PROOF: Psalm 89:19; Hosea 12:10; Habakkuk 2:2; Acts  2:17; 1 Corinthians  5:6; 

Hebrews  9:9, 24; Psalm 78:2; Matthew 13:13, 34; Genesis  41:1–32; Daniel 2, 7, 8; Acts 

10:9–16.

RULE 7

" Visions are always mentioned as such.

! PROOF: 2 Corinthians 12:1.

RULE 8

" Figures always have a figurative meaning, and are used much in prophecy, to represent 

future things, times and events; such as mountains, meaning governments; beasts meaning 

kingdoms. Waters, meaning people. Lamp, meaning Word of God. Day, meaning year.

! PROOF: Daniel 2:35, 44; 7:8, 17; Revelation 17:1, 15; Psalm 119:105; Ezekiel 4:6.

RULE 9

" Parables are used as companions to illustrate subjects, and must be explained in the same 

way as figures by the subject and Bible. 

! PROOF: Mark 4:13. 

See also; the explanation of the ten virgins: Miller’s Lectures, Number 16.
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RULE 10

" Figures sometimes have two or more different significations, as day is used in a figurative 

sense to represent three different periods of time.

! PROOF: Ecclesiastes 7:14.

1. Indefinite.

2. Definite, a day for a year.

3. Day for a thousand years.

" If you put on the right construction it will harmonize with the Bible and make good sense, 

otherwise it will not. 

! PROOF: Ezekiel 4:6; 2 Peter 3:8.

RULE 11

" How to know when a word is  used figuratively. If it makes good sense as it stands, and 

does no violence to the simple laws of nature, then it must be understood literally, if not, figuratively

! PROOF: Revelation 12:1–2; 17:3–7.

RULE 12

" To learn the true meaning of figures, trace your figurative word through your Bible, and 

where you find it explained, put it on your figure, and if it makes good sense you need look no 

further, if not, look again.

RULE 13

" To know whether we have the true historical event for the fulfillment of a prophecy. If you 

find every word of the prophecy (after the figures are understood) is  literally fulfilled, then you may 

know that your history is the true event. But if one word lacks a fulfillment, then you must look for 

another event, or wait its future development. For God takes care that history and prophecy doth 

agree, so that the true believing children of God may never be ashamed.

! PROOF: Psalm 22:5; Isaiah 14:17–19; 1 Peter 2:6; Revelation 17:17; Acts 3:18.

RULE 14

! The most important rule of all is, that you must have faith. It must be a faith that requires a 

sacrifice, and, if tried, would give up the dearest object on earth, the world and all its desires, 

character, living, occupation, friends, horns, comforts, and worldly honors. If any of these should 
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hinder our believing any part of God’s word, it would show our faith to be vain. Nor can we ever 

believe so long as one of these motives lies lurking in our hearts. We must believe that God will 

never forfeit his word. And we can have confidence that he that takes notice of the sparrow, and 

numbers the hairs of our head, will guard the translation of his own word, and throw a barrier 

around it, and prevent those who sincerely trust in God, and put implicit confidence in his word, 

from erring far from the truth, though they may not understand Hebrew or Greek.

" These are some of the most important rules which I find the word of God warrants me to 

adopt and follow, in order for system and regularity. And if I am not greatly deceived, in so doing, I 

have found the Bible, as a whole, one of the most simple, plain, and intelligible books ever written, 

containing proof in itself of its divine origin and full of all knowledge that our hearts could wish to 

know or enjoy. I have found it a treasure which the world cannot purchase. It gives a calm peace in 

believing, and a firm hope in the future. It sustains the mind in adversity, and teaches us to be 

humble in prosperity. It prepares us to love and do good to others, and to realize the value of the 

soul. It makes us bold and valiant for the truth, and nerves the arm to oppose error. It gives us a 

powerful weapon to break down infidelity, and makes known the only antidote for sin. It instructs us 

how death will be conquered, and how the bonds of the tomb must be broken. It tells us of future 

events, and shows the preparation necessary to meet them. It gives us an opportunity to hold 

conversation with the King of kings, and reveals the best code of laws ever enacted. This is but a 

faint view of its value; yet how many perishing souls treat it with neglect, or, what is equally as bad, 

treat it as a hidden mystery which cannot be known. 

! Oh my dear reader, make it your chief study. Try it well, and you will find it to be all I have 

said. Yes, like the Queen of Sheba, you will say the half was not told you. The divinity taught in our 

schools is always founded on some sectarian creed. It may do to take a blank mind and impress it 

with this kind, but it will always end in bigotry. A free mind will never be satisfied with the views of 

others. Were I a teacher of youth in divinity, I would first learn their capacity and mind. If these were 

good, I would make them study the Bible for themselves, and send them out free to do the world 

good. But if they had no mind, I would stamp them with another’s mind, write bigot on their 

forehead, and send them out as slaves.  —Miller’s Works. Volume I, 20–24.

The Same Plan

! “Those who are engaged in proclaiming the third angel’s message are searching the Scriptures 

upon the same plan that Father Miller adopted. In the little book entitled Views of the Prophecies and 

Prophetic Chronology, Father Miller gives the following simple but intelligent and important rules for 

Bible study and interpretation:

! “‘1. Every word must have its proper bearing on the subject presented in the Bible; 2. All 

Scripture is necessary, and may be understood by diligent application and study; 3. Nothing 

revealed in Scripture can or will be hid from those who ask in faith, not wavering; 4. To understand 

doctrine, bring all the scriptures together on the subject you wish to know, then let every word 

have its proper influence; and if you can form your theory without a contradiction, you cannot be in 

error; 5. Scripture must be its own expositor, since it is  a rule of itself. If I depend on a teacher to 

expound to me, and he should guess at its meaning, or desire to have it so on account of his 

sectarian creed, or to be thought wise, then his guessing, desire, creed, or wisdom is my rule, and 

not the Bible.’
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! “The above is a portion of these rules; and in our study of the Bible we shall all do well to heed 

the principles set forth.”  Review and Herald, November 25, 1884.
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PROPHETIC CONCEPTS

1. Prophetic Study

! Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established; believe his  prophets, so shall ye 

prosper.  2 Chronicles 20:20.

! If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be established.  Isaiah 7:9.

2. Students Of Prophecy

! Every Seventh-day Adventist will be held accountable for how they fulfilled their calling to 

be a student of prophecy. Our faith, as Seventh-day Adventists is to be established and nurtured 

by and through God’s prophetic word. When we neglect, as is  often the case within modern 

Adventism to fulfill that responsibility—we are refusing to hear and follow Christ.

! “Whatever may be man’s intellectual advancement, let him not for a moment think that 

there is no need of thorough and continuous searching of the Scriptures for greater light. As a 

people we are called individually to be students of prophecy.”  Testimonies, volume 5, 708.

3: The Author Of Our Faith

! Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set 

before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of 

the throne of God.  Hebrews 12:2.

Christ Never Changes

! Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.  Hebrews 13:8.

! Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father 

of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.  James 1:17.

! For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.  Malachi 

3:6.
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4: Our Faith

! “The Word of God, just as it reads, is the ground of our faith. That Word is the sure word of 

prophecy, and it demands implicit faith from all who claim to believe it. It is authoritive, containing in 

itself the proof of its divine origin.”  Signs of the Times, June 2, 1898.

The Foundation Of Our Faith

! “Ministers should present the sure word of prophecy as the foundation of the faith of 

Seventh-day Adventists.”  Evangelism, 196.

The Strongest Evidence

! “Beginning at Moses, the very Alpha of Bible history, Christ expounded in all the Scriptures 

the things concerning Himself. Had He first made Himself known to them, their hearts would have 

been satisfied. In the fullness of their joy they would have hungered for nothing more.

! “But it was necessary for them to understand the witness borne to Him by the types and 

prophecies of the Old Testament. Upon these their faith must be established. Christ performed no 

miracle to convince them, but it was His first work to explain the Scriptures. They had looked upon 

His death as the destruction of all their hopes. Now He showed from the prophets that this  was the 

very strongest evidence for their faith.”  The Desire of Ages, 796.

5: The Alpha And The Omega

" The attribute that Christ identifies of Himself more than any other in the introductory chapter 

in the book of Revelation is  that He is the first and the last, Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 

the ending. Christ illustrates the end from the beginning. This attribute is associated with His 

righteousness, His glory, and His salvation. He called the generations from the beginning, 

appointed the ancient people and instituted the prophetic rule of type and antitype. He identifies 

that His ability to illustrate the end from the beginning is the biblical proof that He is God and that 

there is no other.

! I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and 

which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first 

and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches 

which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto 

Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. And when I saw 

him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear 

not; I am the first and the last.  Revelation 1:8, 11, 17.

! I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. Revelation 

22:13.
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God’s Righteousness

! Who hath declared from the beginning, that we may know? and beforetime, that we 

may say, He is righteous? yea, there is none that showeth, yea, there is none that 

declareth, yea, there is none that heareth your words.  Isaiah 41:26.

God’s Glory

! I am the Lord: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise 

to graven images. Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I 

declare: before they spring forth I tell you of them.  Isaiah 42:8, 9.

Proof Of God

! That they may see, and know, and consider, and understand together, that the hand of 

the Lord hath done this, and the Holy One of Israel hath created it. Produce your cause, 

saith the Lord; bring forth your strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob. Let them bring 

them forth, and show us what shall happen: let them show the former things, what they 

be, that we may consider them, and know the latter end of them; or declare us things 

for to come. Show the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye are 

gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it together.  Isaiah 

41:20–23.

! To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye compare unto him? Have ye not 

known? have ye not heard? hath it not been told you from the beginning? have ye not 

understood from the foundations of the earth? To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I 

be equal? saith the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created 

these things, that bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them all by names by the 

greatness of his might, for that he is strong in power; not one faileth. Why sayest thou, O 

Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed 

over from my God? Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting 

God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there 

is no searching of his understanding.  Isaiah 40:18, 21, 25–28.

A Saviour

! I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth: I said not unto the seed of 

Jacob, Seek ye me in vain: I the Lord speak righteousness, I declare things that are 

right. Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, ye that are escaped of the 

nations: they have no knowledge that set up the wood of their graven image, and pray 

unto a god that cannot save. Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel 

together: who hath declared this from ancient time? who hath told it from that time? 

have not I the Lord? and there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; 

there is none beside me. Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I 

am God, and there is none else.  Isaiah 45:19–22.
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The Generations From The Beginning

! Keep silence before me, O islands; and let the people renew their strength: let them 

come near; then let them speak: let us come near together to judgment. Who raised up 

the righteous man from the east, called him to his foot, gave the nations before him, and 

made him rule over kings? he gave them as the dust to his sword, and as driven stubble 

to his bow. He pursued them, and passed safely; even by the way that he had not gone 

with his feet. Who hath wrought and done it, calling the generations from the beginning? 

I the Lord, the first, and with the last; I am he.  Isaiah 41:1–4.

The Ancient People Appointed

! Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel, and his redeemer the Lord of hosts; I am the first, 

and I am the last; and beside me there is no God. And who, as I, shall call, and shall 

declare it, and set it in order for me, since I appointed the ancient people? and the 

things that are coming, and shall come, let them show unto them. Fear ye not, neither 

be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have declared it? ye are even my 

witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any.  Isaiah 44:6–

8.

Cyrus & Christ—Type & Antitype

! Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to 

subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the 

two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut. . . . For Jacob my servant’s sake, and 

Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though 

thou hast not known me. I am the Lord, and there is none else, there is  no God beside 

me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me: That they may know from the rising 

of the sun, and from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the Lord, and there is 

none else. I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the Lord 

do all these things.  Isaiah 45:1, 4–7.

Who Will Hear?

! Who among you will give ear to this? who will hearken and hear for the time to come?  

Isaiah 42:23.

! A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain 

unto wise counsels: To understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the words of the 

wise, and their dark sayings.  Proverbs 1:5–6.
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The 144,000 Remember

! Remember this, and show yourselves men: bring it again to mind, O ye transgressors. 

Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and 

there is none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the 

things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 

pleasure: Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth my counsel from 

a far country: yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will 

also do it. Hearken unto me, ye stout hearted, that are far from righteousness: I bring 

near my righteousness: it shall not be far off, and my salvation shall not tarry: and I will 

place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory.  Isaiah 46:8–13.

6: Prophecy Is The Voice Of Christ

! God’s people will know Christ’s voice. They will follow the Lamb wherever He leads. To set 

aside the study of God’s prophetic word, under any premise gives evidence that we do not know 

His voice, and that we will ultimately hear His  voice say, “I never knew you: depart from me, ye that 

work iniquity.”  Matthew 7:23.

! “It is  the voice of Christ that speaks through patriarchs and prophets, from the days of 

Adam even to the closing scenes of time. The Saviour is revealed in the Old Testament as clearly 

as in the New. It is the light from the prophetic past that brings out the life of Christ and the 

teachings of the New Testament with clearness and beauty. The miracles of Christ are a proof of 

His divinity; but a stronger proof that He is the world’s Redeemer is found in comparing the 

prophecies of the Old Testament with the history of the New.”  The Desire of Ages, 799.

7: Our Greatest Need

! “A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and most urgent of all our needs. To 

seek this should be our first work.” Selected Messages, book 1, 121.

! “A revival and a reformation must take place, under the ministration of the Holy Spirit. 

Revival and reformation are two different things. Revival signifies a renewal of spiritual life, a 

quickening of the powers of mind and heart, a resurrection from spiritual death. Reformation 

signifies a reorganization, a change in ideas and theories, habits and practices. Reformation will not 

bring forth the good fruit of righteousness unless it is connected with the revival of the Spirit. 

Revival and reformation are to do their appointed work, and in doing this work they must blend.” 

Ibid., 128.

A Great Revival

! “When we as a people understand what this book [Revelation] means to us, there will be 

seen among us a great revival.”  Testimonies to Ministers, 113.
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An Entirely Different Religious Experience

! “When the books of Daniel and Revelation are better understood, believers will have an 

entirely different religious experience. . . One thing will certainly be understood from the study of 

Revelation—that the connection between God and His people is close and decided.”  The Faith I 

Live By, 345.

8: Every Fact And Principle

There Are No Accidents In God’s Word.

! “Every principle in the word of God has its place, every fact its bearing. And the complete 

structure, in design and execution, bears testimony to its Author. Such a structure no mind but that 

of the Infinite could conceive or fashion.”  Education, 123.

9: The Testimony Of Two

! Prophecy is of no private interpretation, but there will be new truths that are recognized by 

God’s students of prophecy. The new truths will never contradict old truths, and they will be 

established when they are identified at least two times within God’s word.

Established By God

! And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice; it is because the thing is 

established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass.  Genesis 41:32.

! It is also written in your law, that the testimony of two men is true.  John 8:17.

! In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established.  2 Corinthians 

13:1.

At The Mouth Of Two Witnesses

! At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be 

put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death.  

Deuteronomy 17:6.

! One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that 

he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the 

matter be established.  Deuteronomy 19:15.
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A Statute Of Judgment

! So these things shall be for a statute of judgment unto you throughout your generations 

in all your dwellings. Whoso killeth any person, the murderer shall be put to death by the 

mouth of witnesses: but one witness shall not testify against any person to cause him to 

die.  Numbers 35:29–30.

! He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three witnesses.  

Hebrews 10:28.

! Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses.  1 

Timothy 5:19.

Every Word May Be Established

! But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of 

two or three witnesses every word may be established.  Matthew 18:16.

My Witness Is Not True

! If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true. There is another that beareth witness 

of me; and I know that the witness which he witnesseth of me is true.  John 5:31–32.

10: Treasures For “This” Last Generation

! All the prophets were speaking about the end of the world, and therefore all the prophets 

were identifying the same prophetic history—the prophetic history of the end of the world. All the 

prophets were therefore telling the identical story.

! “Each of the ancient prophets spoke less for their own time than for ours, so that their 

prophesying is in force for us. ‘Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they 

are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.’ 1 Corinthians 10:11. 

‘Not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by 

them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which 

things the angels desire to look into.’ 1 Peter 1:12. . . . 

! “The Bible has accumulated and bound up together its treasures for this last generation. All 

the great events and solemn transactions of Old Testament history have been, and are, repeating 

themselves in the church in these last days.”  Selected Messages, book 3, 338–339.

These Last Days

! “These men of the Old Testament spoke of things transpiring in their day, and Daniel, 

Isaiah, and Ezekiel not only spoke of things that concerned them as present truth, but their sights 
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reached down to the future, and to what should occur in these last days.”  Selected Messages, 

book 3, 419–420.

11. The Ministry Of The Prophets

! I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used similitudes, 

by the ministry of the prophets.  Hosea 12:10.

! Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign: according to all that he hath done shall ye do: and when 

this cometh, ye shall know that I am the Lord God.  Ezekiel 24:24.

! Behold, I and the children whom the Lord hath given me are for signs and for wonders 

in Israel from the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion.  Isaiah 8:18.

The Prophets Subject To One Another

! “The prophets were in agreement with each other, for they were all telling the same story.

! And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. For God is not the author of 

confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.  1 Corinthians 14:32–33.

In The Giving And The Events

! “The Holy Spirit has so shaped matters, both in the giving of the prophecy and in the 

events portrayed, as to teach that the human agent is to be kept out of sight, hid in Christ, and that 

the Lord God of heaven and His law are to be exalted.”  Testimonies to Ministers, 112.

! When the prophets become part of the prophecy, then the prophets are illustrating God’s 

people at the end of the world. God’s people at the end of the world are both the Millerites of 

Philadelphia and the 144,000 of Laodicea.

Prophets In Prophecy

! In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted 

up, and his train filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six 

wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with 

twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 

hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. And the posts of the door moved at the voice of 

him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. Then said I, Woe is me! for I am 

undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 

unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts. Then flew one of the 

seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs 

from off the altar: And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; 

and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged. Also I heard the voice of the Lord, 
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saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.  

Isaiah 6:1–8.

Isaiah

! “The vision given to Isaiah represents the condition of God’s people in the last days.”  The 

Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, 1139.

John

! And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and take 

the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and 

upon the earth.  And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. 

And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall 

be in thy mouth sweet as honey. And I took the little book out of the angel’s hand, and 

ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my 

belly was bitter. And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, 

and nations, and tongues, and kings. And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: 

and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and 

them that worship therein. But the court which is without the temple leave out, and 

measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under 

foot forty and two months. And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall 

prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth.  

Revelation 10:8–11:3.

Isaiah, John And Ezekiel

! “But God’s servants are not to trust to themselves in this great emergency. In the visions 

given to Isaiah, to Ezekiel, and to John we see how closely heaven is connected with the events 

taking place upon the earth and how great is  the care of God for those who are loyal to Him. The 

world is not without a ruler. The program of coming events is in the hands of the Lord. The Majesty 

of heaven has the destiny of nations, as well as the concerns of His church, in His own charge.”  

Testimonies, volume 5, 753.

12: The Portrayal Of Prophecy

" Prophecy conveys its message through the historical illustration of the rise and fall of 

nations.

As Made Plain In The Books Of Daniel And The Revelation

! “From the rise and fall of nations as made plain in the books of Daniel and the Revelation, 

we need to learn how worthless is mere outward and worldly glory. Babylon, with all its power and 
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magnificence, the like of which our world has never since beheld,—power and magnificence which 

to the people of that day seemed so stable and enduring,—how completely has it passed away! 

As ‘the flower of the grass,’ it has perished. James 1:10. So perished the Medo-Persian kingdom, 

and the kingdoms of Grecia and Rome. And so perishes all that has not God for its foundation. 

Only that which is bound up with His purpose, and expresses His character, can endure. His 

principles are the only steadfast things our world knows.”  Prophets and Kings, 548.

Few Study The Rise And Fall Of Nations

! “But history, as commonly studied, is concerned with man’s achievements, his victories in 

battle, his success in attaining power and greatness. God’s agency in the affairs of men is lost sight 

of. Few study the working out of His purpose in the rise and fall of nations.

! “And to a large degree theology, as studied and taught, is but a record of human 

speculation, serving only to darken ‘counsel by words without knowledge.’ Job 38:2. Too often the 

motive in accumulating these many books is not so much a desire to obtain food for mind and 

soul, as it is an ambition to become acquainted with philosophers and theologians, a desire to 

present Christianity to the people in learned terms and propositions.”  Counsels  to Parents  and 

Teachers, 380.

13: Prophecy Defined

! “Historical events, showing the direct fulfillment of prophecy, were set before the people, 

and the prophecy was seen to be a figurative delineation of events leading down to the close of 

this earth’s history.”  Selected Messages, book 2, 101–102.

14: The Point Of Reference

! “In the Revelation all the books of the Bible meet and end.”  Acts of the Apostles, 585.

The Same Subjects

! “It was my idea to have the two books bound together, Revelation following Daniel, as 

giving fuller light on the subjects dealt with in Daniel. The object is to bring these books together, 

showing that they both relate to the same subjects.”  Testimonies to Ministers, 117.

The Same Line Of Prophecy

! “Revelation is a sealed book, but it is also an opened book. It records marvelous events 

that are to take place in the last days of this earth’s history. The teachings of this book are definite, 

not mystical and unintelligible. In it the same line of prophecy is taken up as in Daniel. Some 

prophecies God has repeated, thus showing that importance must be given to them. The Lord 

does not repeat things that are of no great consequence.”  Manuscript Releases, volume 9, 7–8.
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15: Prophetic Lines

! “We must have a knowledge of the Scriptures, that we may trace down the lines of 

prophecy, and understand the specifications given by the prophets, and by Christ and the 

apostles; that we may not be ignorant; but be able to see that the day is approaching, so that with 

increased zeal and effort, we may exhort one another to faithfulness, piety, and holiness.”  Review 

and Herald, July 31, 1888.

16: Line Upon Line

! The latter rain is the “refreshing,” and in Isaiah twenty-eight, the “refreshing” is  a message, 

for the “refreshing” there identified is something that God’s people will “not hear.” The latter rain 

message of 1888  gave evidence to the fact that when the Lord works to bring about the latter rain 

He sends a message that will only be received by a few. The latter rain message is taught by 

bringing prophetic line together with prophetic line.

! Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine?  

them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. For precept must be 

upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there 

a little: For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people. To 

whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the 

refreshing: yet they would not hear. But the word of the Lord was unto them precept 

upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there 

a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.  

Isaiah 28:9–13.

Whom Shall He Teach Knowledge 

! Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine?  

them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.  Isaiah 28:9.

The Wise Shall Understand Knowledge

! Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and 

none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.  Daniel 12:10.

The Wise Shall Be Teachers

! And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn 

many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.  Daniel 12:3.

" Wise: teachers
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At The Time Of The End: The Wise Will Be Teachers

! And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn 

many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever. But thou, O Daniel, shut up the 

words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and 

knowledge shall be increased. Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but 

the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise 

shall understand.  Daniel 12:3, 4, 10.

Time Of The Teachers

! For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again 

which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need 

of milk, and not of strong meat.  Hebrews 5:12.

The Wicked Are False Teachers

! Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and 

none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.  Daniel 12:10.

False Teachers Bring Upon Themselves Destruction

! We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as 

unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in 

your hearts: Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 

interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of 

God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. But there were false prophets also 

among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall 

bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon 

themselves swift destruction.  1 Peter 1:19–2:1.

The Wicked Do Not Understand

! Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and 

none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.  Daniel 12:10.

The Wicked Are Destroyed From A Lack Of Knowledge

! My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, 

I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the 

law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.  Hosea 4:6.
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Them That Are Weaned From The Milk 

! Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine?  

them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.  Isaiah 28:9.

Present Truth

! “There are many precious truths contained in the Word of God, but it is ‘present truth’ that 

the flock needs now.”  Early Writings, 63.

Milk?

! For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again 

which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need 

of milk, and not of strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of 

righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, 

even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and 

evil. Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto 

perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith 

toward God, Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection 

of the dead, and of eternal judgment.  Hebrews 5:12–6:2.

The Refreshing And The Rest

! To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this  is 

the refreshing: yet they would not hear.  Isaiah 28:12.

! “The refreshing is coming from the presence of the Lord. Let us set our hearts in order that 

the truth of God may live in us; that it may purify us, ready to receive the latter rain.”  Manuscript 

Releases, volume 8, 228.

! “The refreshing or power of God comes only on those who have prepared themselves for it 

by doing the work which God bids them, namely, cleansing themselves from all filthiness of the 

flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”  Counsels on Diet and Foods, 33.

! “The great work of the gospel is not to close with less manifestation of the power of God 

than marked its  opening. The prophecies which were fulfilled in the outpouring of the former rain at 

the opening of the gospel are again to be fulfilled in the latter rain at its close. Here are ‘the times of 

refreshing’ to which the apostle Peter looked forward when he said: ‘Repent ye therefore, and be 

converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the 

presence of the Lord; and He shall send Jesus.’ Acts 3:19–20.”  The Great Controversy, 611–612.
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17: History Repeats

" Prophetic lines that follow previous prophetic lines repeat the prophetic history and enlarge 

upon the prior testimony.

Prophecy Repeats And Enlarges

! Seven churches

! Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea

! Seven seals

! Seven trumpets

Prophecy And History Are Repeated

! “In history and prophecy the Word of God portrays the long continued conflict between 

truth and error. That conflict is yet in progress. Those things which have been, will be repeated.”  

Selected Messages, book 2, 109.

! The thing that hath been, it is  that which shall be; and that which is done is that which 

shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun. Is there any thing whereof it may 

be said, See, this is new? it hath been already of old time, which was before us.  

Ecclesiastes 1:9–10.

! “Every nation that has come upon the stage of action has been permitted to occupy its 

place on the earth, that it might be seen whether it would fulfill the purpose of ‘the Watcher and the 

Holy One.’ Prophecy has traced the rise and fall of the world’s great empires—Babylon, Medo-

Persia, Greece, and Rome. With each of these, as with nations of less power, history repeated 

itself. Each had its period of test, each failed, its glory faded, its power departed, and its  place was 

occupied by another.”  Education, 177.

! “Study Revelation in connection with Daniel, for history will be repeated. . . . We, with all our 

religious advantages, ought to know far more today than we do know.”  Testimonies  to Ministers, 

116.

Ancient Israel

! “Satan’s snares are laid for us as verily as they were laid for the children of Israel just prior to 

their entrance into the land of Canaan. We are repeating the history of that people.”  Testimonies, 

volume 5, 160.
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Job

! “God had given a lesson designed to prevent this. The history of Job had shown that 

suffering is inflicted by Satan, and is overruled by God for purposes of mercy. But Israel did not 

understand the lesson. The same error for which God had reproved the friends of Job was 

repeated by the Jews in their rejection of Christ.”  Desire of Ages, 471.

Nebuchadnezzar

! “History will be repeated. False religion will be exalted. The first day of the week, a common 

working day, possessing no sanctity whatever, will be set up as was the image at Babylon. All 

nations and tongues and peoples will be commanded to worship this spurious sabbath. This is 

Satan’s plan to make of no account the day instituted by God, and given to the world as a 

memorial of creation.”  Signs of the Times, May 6, 1897.

Nehemiah

! “The experience of Nehemiah is repeated in the history of God’s people in this time.”  The 

Signs of the Times, December 13, 1883.

Esther

! “The decree which is to go forth against the people of God in the near future is in some 

respects similar to that issued by Ahasuerus against the Jews in the time of Esther. The Persian 

edict sprang from the malice of Haman against Mordecai. Not that Mordecai had done Haman 

harm, but he had refused to flatter his vanity by showing him the reverence which is due only to 

God. The king’s decision against the Jews was secured under false pretenses. Satan instigated 

this scheme in order to rid the earth of those who preserved a knowledge of the true God. But his 

plots were defeated by a counter-power that reigns among the children of men. Angels who excel 

in strength were commissioned to protect the people of God, and the plots of their adversaries 

returned upon their own heads.

! “History repeats itself. The same masterful mind that plotted against the faithful in ages past 

is now at work to gain control of the Protestant churches, that through them he may condemn and 

put to death all who will not worship the idol sabbath. We have not to battle with man, as it may 

appear. We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against 

the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. But if the 

people of God will put their trust in Him, and by faith rely upon His power, the devices of Satan will 

be defeated in our time as signally as in the days of Mordecai.

! “The decree is  to go forth that all who will not receive the mark of the beast shall neither 

buy nor sell, and, finally, that they shall be put to death. But the saints of God do not receive this 

mark. The prophet of Patmos beheld those that had gotten the victory over the beast and over his 

image and over his mark and over the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, having 

the harps of God, and singing the song of Moses and the Lamb.” Signs of the Times, November 8, 

1899.
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Elijah

! “Through the long centuries that have passed since Elijah’s  time, the record of his lifework 

has brought inspiration and courage to those who have been called to stand for the right in the 

midst of apostasy. And for us, ‘upon whom the ends of the world are come’ (1 Corinthians 10:11), 

it has special significance. History is being repeated. The world today has its Ahabs and its 

Jezebels. The present age is one of idolatry, as verily as was that in which Elijah lived.”  Prophets 

and Kings, 177.

! “The Old and New Testaments are linked together by the golden clasp of God. We need to 

become familiar with the Old-Testament Scriptures. The unchangeableness of God should be 

clearly seen; the similarity of his dealings with his people of the past dispensation and of the 

present, should be studied. Under the inspiration of the Spirit of God, Solomon wrote, ‘That which 

hath been is now: and that which is to be hath already been; and God requireth that which is past.’ 

In mercy God repeats his past dealings. He has given us a record of his  dealings in the past. This 

we need to study carefully; for history is  repeating itself. We are more accountable than were those 

whose experience is recorded in the Old Testament; for their mistakes, and the results of those 

mistakes, have been chronicled for our benefit.”  Review and Herald, April 20, 1897.

God Requires That Which Is Past

! I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any 

thing taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear before him. That which hath 

been is now; and that which is to be hath already been; and God requireth that which is 

past.  Ecclesiastes 3:14–15.

Great And Solemn Events

! “All that God has in prophetic history specified to be fulfilled in the past has been, and all 

that is yet to come in its order will be. Daniel, God’s prophet, stands in his place. John stands in his 

place. In the Revelation the Lion of the tribe of Judah has opened to the students of prophecy the 

book of Daniel, and thus is Daniel standing in his place. He bears his testimony, that which the 

Lord revealed to him in vision of the great and solemn events which we must know as we stand on 

the very threshold of their fulfillment.

! “In history and prophecy the Word of God portrays the long continued conflict between 

truth and error. That conflict is yet in progress. Those things which have been, will be repeated. Old 

controversies will be revived, and new theories will be continually arising. But God’s people, who in 

their belief and fulfillment of prophecy have acted a part in the proclamation of the first, second, 

and third angels’ messages, know where they stand. They have an experience that is  more 

precious than fine gold. They are to stand firm as a rock, holding the beginning of their confidence 

steadfast unto the end.”  Selected Messages, book 2, 109.
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Fanaticism Repeated

! “I awoke from my sleep last night with a great burden upon my mind. I was delivering a 

message to our brethren and sisters, and it was a message of warning and instruction concerning 

the work of some who are advocating erroneous theories as to the reception of the Holy Spirit, and 

its operation through human agencies.

! “I was instructed that fanaticism similar to that which we were called to meet after the 

passing of the time in 1844 would come in among us again in the closing days of the message, 

and that we must meet this evil just as decidedly now as we met it in our early experiences.

! “We are standing on the threshold of great and solemn events. Prophecies are fulfilling. 

Strange and eventful history is being recorded in the books of heaven--events which it was 

declared should shortly precede the great day of God. Everything in the world is in an unsettled 

state. The nations are angry, and great preparations for war are being made. Nation is plotting 

against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. The great day of God is  hasting greatly. But 

although the nations are mustering their forces for war and bloodshed, the command to the angels 

is still in force, that they hold the four winds until the servants of God are sealed in their foreheads.” 

Selected Messages, book 1, 221.

Bear This In Mind

! “In His Word the Lord declared what He would do for Israel if they would obey His voice. 

But the leaders of the people yielded to the temptations of Satan, and God could not give them the 

blessings He designed them to have, because they did not obey His voice but listened to the voice 

and policy of Lucifer. This experience will be repeated in the last years of the history of the people 

of God, who have been established by His grace and power. Men whom He has greatly honored 

will in the closing scenes of this earth’s history pattern after ancient Israel.

! “‘Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, Today, if ye will hear His voice, harden not your 

hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: when your fathers tempted 

Me, proved Me, and saw My works forty years. Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and 

said, They do alway err in their heart; and they have not known My ways. So I sware in my wrath, 

They shall not enter into my rest.) Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of 

unbelief, in departing from the living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is  called Today; lest 

any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.’ [Hebrews 3:7#13].

! “Bear this in mind. History is being repeated. The perils that God’s people encountered in 

past ages, they will encounter again, intensified. Satan has obtained influence over men whom 

God has honored above all human intelligence, as He honored Solomon.”  Manuscript Releases, 

volume 13, 380.

18: The Millerite History Repeated

Daniel 12 Repeats

Daniel in his lot
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! But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of 

the days.  Daniel 12:13.

To Fulfill A Purpose

! “When God gives a man a special work to do, he is to stand in his lot and place as did 

Daniel, ready to answer the call of God, ready to fulfill His purpose.”  Manuscript Releases, volume 

6, 108.

Standing In His Lot In The Millerite Time-period

! “Daniel stood in his lot to bear his testimony which was sealed until the time of the end, 

when the first angel’s message should be proclaimed to our world.”  Testimonies to Ministers, 115.

Standing In His Lot In The Time-period Of The 144,000

! “These relate to future events which will be disclosed in their order. Daniel shall stand in his 

lot at the end of the days.”  The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, volume 7, 971.

A Sealed Book For The Millerites

! But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: 

many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. And he said, Go thy way, 

Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.  Daniel 12:4, 9.

! “John sees the little book unsealed. Then Daniel’s prophecies have their proper place in the 

first, second, and third angels’ messages to be given to the world. The unsealing of the little book 

was the message in relation to time.”  The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, volume 7, 

971.

A Sealed Book In The Time-period Of The 144,000

! Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered.  Revelation 10:4.

! “After these seven thunders uttered their voices, the injunction comes to John as to Daniel 

in regard to the little book: ‘Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered.’”  The Seventh-

day Adventist Bible Commentary, volume 7, 971.

Knowledge Increased

! But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: 

many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.  Daniel 12:4.
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An Increase Of Knowledge In The Millerite Time-period

! “The prophecies present a succession of events leading down to the opening of the 

judgment. This is especially true of the book of Daniel. But that part of his prophecy which related 

to the last days, Daniel was bidden to close up and seal ‘to the time of the end.’ Not till we reach 

this time could a message concerning the judgment be proclaimed, based on the fulfillment of 

these prophecies. But at the time of the end, says the prophet, ‘many shall run to and fro, and 

knowledge shall be increased.’ Daniel 12:4.”  The Great Controversy, 356.

An Increase Of Knowledge In The Time-period Of The 144,000

! “The book that was sealed was not the book of Revelation, but that portion of the 

prophecy of Daniel which related to the last days. The Scripture says, ‘But thou, O Daniel, shut up 

the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and 

knowledge shall be increased’ (Daniel 12:4). When the book was opened, the proclamation was 

made, ‘Time shall be no longer.’ (See Revelation 10:6.) The book of Daniel is now unsealed, and 

the revelation made by Christ to John is to come to all the inhabitants of the earth. By the increase 

of knowledge a people is to be prepared to stand in the latter days. . . .

! “In the first angel’s message men are called upon to worship God, our Creator, who made 

the world and all things that are therein. They have paid homage to an institution of the Papacy, 

making of no effect the law of Jehovah, but there is to be an increase of knowledge on this 

subject.”  Selected Messages, book 2, 106–107.

A Purification Process

! Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and 

none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.  Daniel 12:10.

A Purification In The Millerite Time-period

! My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, 

I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the 

law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.  Hosea 4:6.

A Purification In The Time-period Of The 144,000

! “The remnant people of God, who keep His commandments, will understand the word 

spoken by Daniel, ‘Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do 

wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.”  This  Day With 

God, 84.
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Matthew 25 Repeats

! “The parable of the ten virgins of Matthew 25 also illustrates the experience of the Adventist 

people.”  The Great Controversy, 393.

Has Been And Will Be

! “I am often referred to the parable of the ten virgins, five of whom were wise, and five 

foolish. This parable has been and will be fulfilled to the very letter, for it has a special application to 

this time, and, like the third angel’s message, has been fulfilled and will continue to be present truth 

till the close of time.”  Review and Herald, August 19, 1890.

Revelation 14 Repeats

Angels: the work

! “The third angel is represented as flying in the midst of heaven, symbolizing the work of 

those who proclaim the first, second, and third angel's messages; all are linked together.”  

Selected Messages, book 3, 405.

Angels: God’s people

! “I have had an experience in the first, second, and third angels’ messages. The angels are 

represented as flying in the midst of heaven, proclaiming to the world a message of warning, and 

having a direct bearing upon the people living in the last days of this earth’s history. No one hears 

the voice of these angels, for they are a symbol to represent the people of God who are working in 

harmony with the universe of heaven. Men and women, enlightened by the Spirit of God, and 

sanctified through the truth, proclaim the three messages in their order.”  Life Sketches, 429.

! “The first, second, and third angels’ messages are to be repeated. The call is to be given to 

the church: ‘Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the 

hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. For all nations have drunk of 

the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with 

her, and the merchants of the earth have waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. . . . 

Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her 

plagues. For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.’

“Many who went forth to meet the Bridegroom under the messages of the first and second angels, 

refused the third, the last testing message to be given to the world, and a similar position will be 

taken when the last call is made.”  Review and Herald, October 31, 1899.  

Revelation 10 Repeats

The Seven Thunders in the Millerite time-period
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! “The special light given to John which was expressed in the seven thunders was a 

delineation of events which would transpire under the first and second angels’ messages.”  The 

Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, volume 7, 971.

The seven thunders in the time-period of the 144,000

! “After these seven thunders uttered their voices, the injunction comes to John as to Daniel 

in regard to the little book: ‘Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered.’ These relate to 

future events which will be disclosed in their order.”  The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, 

volume 7, 971.

19: The Foundations

" According to Isaiah in chapter fifty-eight and verse twelve the 144,000 will raise up the 

foundations of many generations. The Spirit of Prophecy warns more than once that the 

foundations of Adventism would come under attack. It is therefore important for the student of 

prophecy to rightly divide what the foundations of many generations represent.

The Established Faith Of The Body

! “I saw a company who stood well guarded and firm, giving no countenance to those who 

would unsettle the established faith of the body. God looked upon them with approbation. I was 

shown three steps—the first, second, and third angels’ messages. Said my accompanying angel, 

‘Woe to him who shall move a block or stir a pin of these messages. The true understanding of 

these messages is  of vital importance. The destiny of souls hangs upon the manner in which they 

are received.’ I was again brought down through these messages, and saw how dearly the people 

of God had purchased their experience. It had been obtained through much suffering and severe 

conflict. God had led them along step by step, until He had placed them upon a solid, immovable 

platform. I saw individuals approach the platform and examine the foundation. Some with rejoicing 

immediately stepped upon it. Others commenced to find fault with the foundation. They wished 

improvements made, and then the platform would be more perfect, and the people much happier. 

Some stepped off the platform to examine it and declared it to be laid wrong. But I saw that nearly 

all stood firm upon the platform and exhorted those who had stepped off to cease their 

complaints; for God was the Master Builder, and they were fighting against Him. They recounted 

the wonderful work of God, which had led them to the firm platform, and in union raised their eyes 

to heaven and with a loud voice glorified God. This affected some of those who had complained 

and left the platform, and they with humble look again stepped upon it.”  Early Writings, 259.

The Platform

! “May God help you to receive the words that I have spoken. Let those who stand as God’s 

watchmen on the walls of Zion be men who can see the dangers before the people,—men who 

can distinguish between truth and error, righteousness and unrighteousness.
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! “The warning has come: Nothing is to be allowed to come in that will disturb the foundation 

of the faith upon which we have been building ever since the message came in 1842, 1843, and 

1844. I was in this message, and ever since I have been standing before the world, true to the light 

that God has given us. We do not propose to take our feet off the platform on which they were 

placed as day by day we sought the Lord with earnest prayer, seeking for light. Do you think that I 

could give up the light that God has given me? It is to be as the Rock of Ages. It has been guiding 

me ever since it was given.”  Review and Herald, April 14, 1903.

No New Message

! “God is not giving us a new message. We are to proclaim the message that in 1843  and 

1844 brought us out of the other churches.”  Review and Herald, January 19, 1905.

Foundational Truths

! “God has given me light regarding our periodicals. What is it?—He has said that the dead 

are to speak. How?—Their works shall follow them. We are to repeat the words of the pioneers in 

our work, who knew what it cost to search for the truth as for hidden treasure, and who labored to 

lay the foundation of our work.

! “They moved forward step by step under the influence of the Spirit of God. One by one 

these pioneers are passing away. The word given me is, Let that which these men have written in 

the past be reproduced. . . .

! “Let the truths that are the foundation of our faith be kept before the people. . . . We are 

now to understand what the pillars of our faith are,—the truths that have made us as a people 

what we are, leading us on step by step.”  Counsels to Writers and Editors, 28–29.

The Message That Stirred The People

! “God bids us give our time and strength to the work of preaching to the people the 

messages that stirred men and women in 1843 and 1844.”  Manuscript Release, Number 760.

Studied And Proclaimed

! “The truths that we received in 1841, ‘42, ‘43, and ‘44 are now to be studied and 

proclaimed. The messages of the first, second, and third angels will in the future be proclaimed 

with a loud voice. They will be given with earnest determination and in the power of the Spirit.”  

Manuscript Releases, volume 15, 371.

The Loud Cry Message

! “All the messages given from 1840–1844 are to be made forcible now, for there are many 

people who have lost their bearings. The messages are to go to all the churches.
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! “Christ said, ‘Blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your ears, for they hear. For verily I 

say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye 

see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard 

them’ [Matt. 13:16, 17]. Blessed are the eyes which saw the things that were seen in 1843  and 

1844.

! “The message was given. And there should be no delay in repeating the message, for the 

signs of the times are fulfilling; the closing work must be done. A great work will be done in a short 

time. A message will soon be given by God’s appointment that will swell into a loud cry. Then 

Daniel will stand in his lot, to give his testimony.”  Manuscript Releases, volume 21, 437.

The Third Angel’s Message

! “Those who stand as teachers and leaders in our institutions are to be sound in the faith 

and in the principles of the third angel’s message. God wants His people to know that we have the 

message as He gave it to us in 1843 and 1844.”  General Conference Bulletin, April 1, 1903.

! “Those who passed through these experiences are to be as firm as a rock to the principles 

that have made us Seventh-day Adventists. They are to be workers together with God, binding up 

the testimony and sealing the law among His disciples. Those who took part in the establishment 

of our work upon a foundation of Bible truth, those who know the waymarks that have pointed out 

the right path, are to be regarded as workers of the highest value. They can speak from personal 

experience, regarding the truths entrusted to them. These men are not to permit their faith to be 

changed to infidelity; they are not to permit the banner of the third angel to be taken from their 

hands. They are to hold the beginning of their confidence firm unto the end.

! “The Lord has declared that the history of the past shall be rehearsed as we enter upon the 

closing work. Every truth that He has given for these last days is to be proclaimed to the world. 

Every pillar that He has established is to be strengthened. We cannot now step off the foundation 

that God has established. We cannot now enter into any new organization; for this would mean 

apostasy from the truth.”  Selected Messages, book 2, 390.

20: The 1843 And 1850 Charts

! “I have seen that the 1843  chart was directed by the hand of the Lord, and that it should 

not be altered; that the figures were as He wanted them; that His hand was over and hid a mistake 

in some of the figures, so that none could see it, until His hand was removed.”  Early Writings, 74.

James White On The 1843 Chart

! “It was the united testimony of Second Advent lecturers and papers, when standing on ‘the 

original faith,’ that the publication of the chart was a fulfillment of Habakkuk 2:2, 3. If the chart was 

a subject of prophecy (and those who deny it leave the original faith), then it follows that B.C. 457 

was the year from which to date the 2300 days. It was necessary that 1843  should be the first 

published time in order that ‘the vision’ should ‘tarry,’ or that there should be a tarrying time, in 

which the virgin band was to slumber and sleep on the great subject of time, just before they were 
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to be aroused by the Midnight Cry.”  Second Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, Volume I, 

Number 2, James White.

! “After some discussion on the subject, it was voted unanimously to have three hundred 

similar to this one lithographed, which was soon accomplished. They were called ‘the ‘43  charts.’ 

This was a very important Conference.”  The Autobiography of Joseph Bates, 263.

More Light On The Pathway

! “In May, 1842, a General Conference was convened in Boston, Massachutes. At the 

opening of this  meeting, Brethren Charles Fitch and Apollos Hale, of Haverhill, presented the 

pictorial prophecies of Daniel and John, which they had painted on cloth, with the prophetic 

numbers, showing their fulfillment. Brother Fitch in explaining from his chart before the Conference, 

said, while examining these prophecies, he had thought if he could get out something of the kind 

as here presented it would simplify the subject and make it easier for him to present to an 

audience. Here was more light in our pathway. These brethren had been doing what the Lord had 

shown Habakkuk in his vision 2,468  years before, saying, ‘Write the vision and make it plain upon 

tables, that he may run that readeth it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time.’ Habakkuk 2:2.  

The Autobiography of Joseph Bates, 263.

All Of One Stamp

! “Now our history shows that there were hundreds teaching from the same chronological 

charts that William Miller was, all of one stamp. Then it was the oneness of the message all on one 

theme, the coming of the Lord Jesus at a certain time, 1844.”  Joseph Bates, Early SDA 

Pamphlets, 17.

Nichol’s 1850 Chart

! “I saw that God was in the publishment of the chart by Brother Nichols. I saw that there 

was a prophecy of this chart in the Bible, and if this chart is designed for God’s people, if it [is] 

sufficient for one it is for another, and if one needed a new chart painted on a larger scale, all need 

it just as much.”  Manuscript Releases, volume 13, 359.

21: The Pioneers

The Dead Speak?

! “God has given me light regarding our periodicals. What is it?—He has said that the dead 

are to speak. How?—Their works shall follow them. We are to repeat the words of the pioneers in 

our work, who knew what it cost to search for the truth as for hidden treasure, and who labored to 

lay the foundation of our work.
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! “They moved forward step by step under the influence of the Spirit of God. One by one 

these pioneers are passing away. The word given me is, Let that which these men have written in 

the past be reproduced. . . .

! “Let the truths that are the foundation of our faith be kept before the people. . . . We are 

now to understand what the pillars of our faith are,—the truths that have made us as a people 

what we are, leading us on step by step.”  Counsels to Writers and Editors, 28–29.

A Sacred Work

! “There is a work of sacred importance for ministers and people to do. They are to study the 

history of the cause and people of God. They are not to forget the past dealing of God with His 

people. They are to revive and recount the truths that have come to seem of little value to those 

who do not know by personal experience of the power and brightness that accompanied them 

when they were first seen and understood. In all their original freshness and power these truths are 

to be given to the world.”  Selected Messages, book 1, 157.

Past History To Be Brought Before The People

! “The dealings of God with His people should be often repeated. . . . The past history of the 

cause of God needs to be often brought before the people, young and old. We need often to 

recount God’s goodness and to praise Him for His wonderful works.”  Testimonies, volume 6, 364–

365.

For History Will Repeat Itself

! “Again and again I have been shown that the past experiences of God’s people are not to 

be counted as dead facts. We are not to treat the record of these experiences as we would treat a 

last year’s almanac. The record is to be kept in mind, for history will repeat itself.”  Publishing 

Ministry, 175.

Thoughts On Daniel And The Revelation, By Uriah Smith

! “The grand instruction contained in Daniel and Revelation has been eagerly perused by 

many in Australia. This book has been the means of bringing many precious souls to a knowledge 

of the truth. Everything that can be done should be done to circulate Thoughts on Daniel and 

Revelation. I know of no other book that can take the place of this one. It is God’s helping hand.”  

Publishing Ministry, 356.

Were The Pioneers Inspired?

! “A brother asked, ‘Sister White, do you think we must understand the truth for ourselves? 

Why can we not take the truths that others have gathered together, and believe them because they 

have investigated the subjects, and then we shall be free to go on without the taxing of the powers 
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of the mind in the investigation of all these subjects? Do you not think that these men who have 

brought out the truth in the past were inspired of God?’

! “I dare not say they were not led of God, for Christ leads into all truth; but when it comes to 

inspiration in the fullest sense of the word, I answer, No. I believe that God has given them a work 

to do, but if they are not fully consecrated to God at all times, they will weave self and their peculiar 

traits of character into what they are doing, and will put their mold upon the work, and fashion men 

in religious experience after their own pattern. It is dangerous for us to make flesh our arm. We 

should lean upon the arm of Infinite Power. God has been revealing this to us for years. We must 

have living faith in our hearts and reach out for larger knowledge and more advanced light.”  

Counsels to Writers and Editors, 34.

22: The Old Paths

! Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is 

the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We 

will not walk therein.  Jeremiah 6:16.

The Restorer Of Paths

! And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the 

foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, 

The restorer of paths to dwell in.  Isaiah 58:12.

23: The Waymarks

Are To Be Carefully Guarded

! “The great waymarks of truth, showing us our bearings in prophetic history, are to be 

carefully guarded, lest they be torn down, and replaced with theories that would bring confusion 

rather than genuine light.”  Selected Messages, book 2, 101–102.

Located By The Word Of Inspiration

! “The proclamation of the first, second, and third angels’ messages has been located by the 

word of Inspiration. Not a peg or pin is to be removed. No human authority has any more right to 

change the location of these messages than to substitute the New Testament for the Old.”  

Counsels to Writers and Editors, 26–27.

Their Order

! “The first and second messages were given in 1843  and 1844, and we are now under the 

proclamation of the third; but all three of the messages are still to be proclaimed. It is just as 

essential now as ever before that they shall be repeated to those who are seeking for the truth. By 
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pen and voice we are to sound the proclamation, showing their order, and the application of the 

prophecies that bring us to the third angel’s message. There cannot be a third without the first and 

second. These messages we are to give to the world in publications, in discourses, showing in the 

line of prophetic history the things that have been and the things that will be.”  Selected Messages, 

book 2, 104–105.

24: The Banner Of The Third Angel

! “Prophecy has been fulfilling, line upon line. The more firmly we stand under the banner of 

the third angel’s message, the more clearly shall we understand the prophecy of Daniel; for the 

Revelation is the supplement of Daniel.

! “The more fully we accept the light presented by the Holy Spirit through the consecrated 

servants of God, the deeper and surer, even as the eternal throne, will appear the truths of ancient 

prophecy; we shall be assured that men of God spake as they were moved upon by the Holy 

Ghost. Men must themselves be under the influence of the Holy Spirit in order to understand the 

Spirit’s utterances through the prophets. These messages were given, not for those that uttered 

the prophecies, but for us who are living amid the scenes of their fulfillment.”  Selected Messages, 

book 2, 114.

The Present Parallels The Past

! “The work of God in the earth presents, from age to age, a striking similarity in every great 

reformation or religious movement. The principles of God’s dealing with men are ever the same. 

The important movements of the present have their parallel in those of the past, and the 

experience of the church in former ages has lessons of great value for our own time.”  The Great 

Controversy, 343.

The Great Reformatory Movements

! “There is a study of history that is not to be condemned. Sacred history was one of the 

studies in the schools of the prophets. In the record of His dealings with the nations were traced 

the footsteps of Jehovah. So today we are to consider the dealings of God with the nations of the 

earth. We are to see in history the fulfillment of prophecy, to study the workings of Providence in 

the great reformatory movements, and to understand the progress of events in the marshalling of 

the nations for the final conflict of the great controversy.”  Testimonies, volume 8, 307.

The Records Of History And Prophecy

! “The Bible is its own expositor. Scripture is to be compared with scripture. The student 

should learn to view the word as a whole, and to see the relation of its parts. He should gain a 

knowledge of its grand central theme, of God’s original purpose for the world, of the rise of the 

great controversy, and of the work of redemption. He should understand the nature of the two 

principles that are contending for supremacy, and should learn to trace their working through the 
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records of history and prophecy, to the great consummation. He should see how this controversy 

enters into every phase of human experience; how in every act of life he himself reveals the one or 

the other of the two antagonistic motives; and how, whether he will or not, he is  even now deciding 

upon which side of the controversy he will be found.”  Education, 191.




