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On the other hand, the leaders among God's people are to guard against the danger of condemning the 
methods of individual workers who are led by the Lord to do a special work that but few are fitted to do. 
Let brethren in responsibility be slow to criticize movements that are not in perfect harmony with their 
methods of labor. Let them never suppose that every plan should reflect their own personality. Let them 
not fear to trust another's methods; for by withholding their confidence from a brother laborer who, 
with humility and consecrated zeal, is doing a special work in God's appointed way, they are retarding 
the advancement of the Lord's cause.   

God can and will use those who have not had a thorough education in the schools of men. A doubt of 
His power to do this is manifest unbelief; it is limiting the omnipotent power of the One with whom 
nothing is impossible. Oh, for less of this uncalled-for, distrustful caution! It leaves so many forces of the 
church unused; it closes up the way so that the Holy Spirit cannot use men; it keeps in idleness those 
who are willing and anxious to labor in Christ's lines; it discourages from entering the work many who 
would become efficient laborers together with God if they were given a fair chance.   

To the prophet the wheel within a wheel, the appearance of living creatures connected with them, all 
seemed intricate and unexplainable. But the hand of Infinite Wisdom is seen among the wheels, and 
perfect order is the result of its work. Every wheel, directed by the hand of God, works in perfect 
harmony with every other wheel. I have been shown that human instrumentalities are liable to seek 
after too much power and try to control the work themselves. They leave the Lord God, the Mighty 
Worker, too much out of their methods and plans, and do not trust to Him everything in regard to the 
advancement of the work. No one should for a moment fancy that he is able to manage those things 
that belong to the great I AM. God in His providence is preparing a way so that the work may be done by 
human agents. Then let every man stand at his post of duty, to act his part for this time and know that 
God is his instructor.  {Testimonies to the Church Vol. 9 Pg 259}  

In Ezekiel's vision, God had His hand beneath the wings of the cherubim. This is to teach His servants 
that it is divine power that gives them success. He will work with them if they will put away iniquity, and 
become pure in heart and life. The heavenly messengers seen by Ezekiel, like a bright light going among 
the living creatures with the swiftness of lightning, represent the speed with which this work will finally 
go forward to completion. He who slumbers not, who is continually at work for the accomplishment of 
His designs, can carry forward His great work harmoniously. That which appears to finite minds 
entangled and complicated, the Lord's hand can keep in perfect order. He can devise ways and means to 
thwart the purposes of wicked counselors, and those who plot out mischief.  

Those who are called to responsible positions in the work of God often feel that they are carrying heavy 
burdens, when they may have the satisfaction of knowing that Jesus carries them all. We permit 
ourselves to feel altogether too much care, trouble, and perplexity in the Lord's work. We need to trust 
Him, believe in Him, and go forward. The tireless vigilance of the heavenly messengers, their unceasing 
employment in their ministry in connection with the beings of earth, show us how God's hand is guiding 
the wheel within a wheel. The divine Instructor is saying to every actor in His work, as He said to Cyrus 
of old, "I girded thee, though thou hast not known me" 

God is acquainted with every man. Could our eyes be opened we would see that eternal justice is at 
work in our world. A powerful influence, not under man's control, is working. Man may fancy that he is 
directing matters, but there are higher than human influences at work. The servants of God know that 
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He is working to counteract Satan's plans. Those who know not God cannot comprehend His 
movements. There is at work a wheel within a wheel. Apparently the complication of machinery is so 
intricate that man can see only a complete entanglement. But the divine hand, as seen by the prophet 
Ezekiel, is placed upon the wheels, and every part moves in complete harmony, each doing its specified 
work, yet with individual freedom of action {SDA Bible Commentary Vol. 4 1161} 

Unless those who can help in ----- are aroused to a sense of their duty, they will not recognize the work 
of God when the loud cry of the third angel shall be heard. When light goes forth to lighten the earth, 
instead of coming up to the help of the Lord, they will want to bind about His work to meet their narrow 
ideas. Let me tell you that the Lord will work in this last work in a manner very much out of the common 
order of things, and in a way that will be contrary to any human planning. There will be those among us 
who will always want to control the work of God, to dictate even what movements shall be made when 
the work goes forward under the direction of the angel who joins the third angel in the message to be 
given to the world. God will use ways and means by which it will be seen that He is taking the reins in His 
own hands. The workers will be surprised by the simple means that He will use to bring about and 
perfect His work of righteousness. Those who are accounted good workers will need to draw nigh to 
God, they will need the divine touch. They will need to drink more deeply and continuously at the 
fountain of living water, in order that they may discern God's work at every point. {Testimonies to Ministers 
Pg 300} 

But the Spirit of God came upon them as it came upon Elijah, moving him to rebuke the sins of a wicked 
king and an apostate people; they could not refrain from preaching the plain utterances of the Bible-- 
doctrines which they had been reluctant to present. They were impelled to zealously declare the truth 
and the danger which threatened souls. The words which the Lord gave them they uttered, fearless of 
consequences, and the people were compelled to hear the warning. Thus the message of the third angel 
will be proclaimed. As the time comes for it to be given with greatest power, the Lord will work through 
humble instruments, leading the minds of those who consecrate themselves to His service. The laborers 
will be qualified rather by the unction of His Spirit than by the training of literary institutions. Men of 
faith and prayer will be constrained to go forth with holy zeal, declaring the words which God gives 
them. The sins of Babylon will be laid open. The fearful results of enforcing the observances of the 
church by civil authority, the inroads of spiritualism, the stealthy but rapid progress of the papal power--
all will be unmasked. By these solemn warnings the people will be stirred. Thousands upon thousands 
will listen who have never heard words like these. {Great Controversy Pg 606} 

The time is not far distant when the test will come to every soul. The mark of the beast will be urged 
upon us. Those who have step by step yielded to worldly demands and conformed to worldly customs 
will not find it a hard matter to yield to the powers that be, rather than subject themselves to derision, 
insult, threatened imprisonment, and death. The contest is between the commandments of God and the 
commandments of men. In this time the gold will be separated from the dross in the church. True 
godliness will be clearly distinguished from the appearance and tinsel of it. Many a star that we have 
admired for its brilliancy will then go out in darkness. Chaff like a cloud will be borne away on the wind, 
even from places where we see only floors of rich wheat. All who assume the ornaments of the 
sanctuary, but are not clothed with Christ's righteousness, will appear in the shame of their own 
nakedness.  

The seeds of truth that are being sown by missionary efforts will then spring up and blossom and bear 
fruit. Souls will receive the truth who will endure tribulation and praise God that they may suffer for 
Jesus. "In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world." When 
the overflowing scourge shall pass through the earth, when the fan is purging Jehovah's floor, God will 
be the help of His people. The trophies of Satan may be exalted on high, but the faith of the pure and 
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holy will not be daunted. Elijah took Elisha from the plow and threw upon him his mantle of 
consecration. The call to this great and solemn work was presented to men of learning and position; had 
these been little in their own eyes and trusted fully in the Lord, He would have honored them with 
bearing His standard in triumph to the victory. But they separated from God, yielded to the influence of 
the world, and the Lord rejected them.  

Many have exalted science and lost sight of the God of science. This was not the case with the church in 
the purest times. God will work a work in our day that but few anticipate. He will raise up and exalt 
among us those who are taught rather by the unction of His Spirit than by the outward training of 
scientific institutions. These facilities are not to be despised or condemned; they are ordained of God, 
but they can furnish only the exterior qualifications. God will manifest that He is not dependent on 
learned, self-important mortals.  {Testimonies to the Church Vol. 5 Pg 81-82}   

 


